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Welcome to St. Elizabeth

WELCOME VISITORS! We are delighted you are here. It is our
sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy
will draw you closer to Christ and His Church. Please join us after
the service for coffee and refreshments in our fellowship hall. If
you have questions about any facet of Orthodox worship, our
priest—Father John Strickland—would be very happy to meet and
assist you in any way possible.

If you are not familiar with the Orthodox Church, you may see
some things that are new to you—icons and incense, the sign of
the cross, veneration of the saints, and a lot of standing. These
elements have been part of traditional Christian worship from
ancient times. They reflect the heavenly nature of the Church.

If you would like to learn more about Orthodoxy, we have a small
bookstore where Orthodox publications may be purchased and a
lending library where many Orthodox books and periodicals can be
borrowed. If you would like to learn more about our parish, please
visit our website at https://stelizabethorthodox.org. There, you can
find a link to our parish YouTube page where you can view Father
John’s Sunday homilies.

Please note that Orthodox priests may serve Communion only to
baptized and chrismated members of the Orthodox Church. The
Eucharist is the paramount expression of unity among Christians;
but the reality today is that many Christians are not united in
matters of doctrine and practice. While some Christians are content
to agree to disagree, we believe true unity will occur only when
modern Christians are reconciled to the ancient Church, with its
faith and life delivered “once, and for all.” In light of this, we
respectfully request that rather than partaking of the Eucharistic
Chalice, our non-Orthodox guests join us in receiving the
antidoron—or blessed bread—served at the end of the Divine
Liturgy.

Please feel free to contact Fr. John any time at (360) 598-9700 or
rector@stelizabethorthodox.org.

—Thank you for joining us today. Glory to Jesus Christ!
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Bulletin News

%

afs

Bremerton Prayer Walk—We are going to begin collecting food again
for the Bremerton Prayer Walk, to be bagged and distributed to the
homeless on Saturday, May 25", A bin will be placed in the parish hall
next to the bulletin board, together with a sign showing the food items
needed. New socks and underwear are also always needed!

Barrel Vault Iconography—~Pledges are still being invited for the
iconography in our vaulted ceiling. We received more than the amount
needed to fulfill our initial goal for the lines of saints on either side of
the lower part of the vault. We have therefore expanded our goal to
include an icon of the Ascension over the altar.

Depending on donations, we also hope to include gold stars in the
vault above the rows of saints to represent the heavens, and possibly to
include scrolls in the hands of the saints with their own inspiring
words, similar to the prophets on the western wall next to the icon of
the Dormition. We hope to have a color drawing of this plan soon
from our iconographer, Brian Whirledge, to post on the parish bulletin
board.

If you have questions about the vault iconography, please contact Fr.
John.

May Name Days, Birthdays & Anniversaries

# Name days—St. Matrona of Moscow (May 2); St. John the Evangelist

(May 8); St. Lydia (May 20)

%+ Birthdays—Doug Lyons (May 9); Mike Reed (May 11); Cheryl Lawson

(May 24)

This Week at St. Elizabeth

May 14" —Tuesday (Radonitsa) ~ May 18"—Saturday
6:00pm Paschal Prayers at 9:00am Men’s Fellowship
Cemetery 6:00pm Great Vespers
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Today’s Hymns
Second Sunday of Pascha. St. Thomas Sunday

Tone 7 Troparion  (Pentecostarion)

From the sealed tomb, Thou didst shine forth, O Life!
Through closed doors Thou didst come to Thy Disciples, O Christ
God.
Renew in us through them an upright spirit,//
by the greatness of Thy mercy, O Resurrection of alll

Glory ... Now and Ever . ..

Tone 8 Kontakion  (Pentecostarion)

Thomas touched Thy life-giving side with an eager hand, O Christ

God,

when Thou camest to Thine Apostles through closed doors.//
He cried out with all: ““Thou art my Lord and my God!”
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Today’s Scripture Readings

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power, His understanding
is beyond measure. (Ps. 146:5)

Epistle Reading—Acts 5:12-20

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were
done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s
Porch. Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed
them highly. And believers were increasingly added to the Lord,
multitudes of both men and women, so that they brought the sick out
into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the
shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude
gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people
and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all
healed. Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him
(which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation,
and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison.
But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought
them out, and said, “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all
the words of this life.”

Gospel Reading—]John 20:19-31

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you." And
when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained."

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the T'win, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the
Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the print of the
nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in
his side, I will not believe."
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Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them,
and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do
not be faithless, but believing." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which
are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have
life in his name.

Today’s Commemorations

St. Germanus (Herman), Patriarch of Constantinople

Germanus was the son of the chief imperial senator, who was killed by
Emperor Constantine Pogonatus. The same evil emperor castrated
Germanus, and forcibly exiled him to a monastery. As a monk, Germanus
shone like a star by his life and good works. Because of this, he was
chosen as the first bishop of Cyzicus. When Anastatius II was crowned
emperor, Germanus was elected Patriarch of Constantinople. As
patriarch, he baptized the infamous Copronymos, who at the time of his
baptism soiled the water with filth. Then the patriarch prophesied that
this child, when he would become emperor, would introduce into the
Holy Church some impure heresy. And this happened. When
Copronymos became emperor, he restored the heresy of iconoclasm. Leo
the Isaurian, the father of Copronymos, initiated the persecution of icons,
and when Patriarch Germanus protested, the arrogant Leo cried out: "I
am emperor and priest!" He removed Germanus from the patriarchal
throne and banished him to a monastery, where this saint lived for ten
more years until the Lord called him to Himself and to the Heavenly
Kingdom in the year 740 A.D.
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A Reflection—St. Thomas and King Gundafor

We have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens (11
Corinthians 5:1), says the discerning Apostle Paul. All our efforts for God
on earth have this purpose: to merit, according to our power, this eternal
house in the heavens not made by hands. The Indian King Gundafor
decided to build himself a magnificent palace, unlike any other on earth.
When Abban, his envoy, sought a skilled craftsman to build the king's
palace, he met the Apostle Thomas by God's providence. St. Thomas told
him that he was a craftsman, and that no one else could build what the
king wanted. Thomas therefore received much gold from the king for the
building of this palace. As soon as he departed from the king, he
distributed all the gold to the poor. The palace site was some distance
from the king's capital, and after two years the king sent servants to ask
Thomas if the palace was completed. Thomas replied: "Everything is
ready except the roof," and he sought more money from the king; and the
king gave it to him. Again, Thomas distributed it all to the poor, and went
throughout the kingdom doing his work, preaching the Gospel. The king,
learning that Thomas had not even begun to build the palace, seized him
and threw him into prison. That night, the king's brother died, and the
king fell into great sorrow. An angel took the soul of the deceased and,
leading him through Paradise, showed him a magnificent palace, such as
the mind of man could not imagine. The soul of the deceased wished to
enter that palace, but the angel told him that he could not, for it was his
brothet's palace, which the Apostle Thomas had built with his alms. Then
the angel returned the brothet's soul to his body. When he came to
himself, he said to the king: "Swear to me that you will give me anything I
ask." And the king swore. Then the brother said: "Give me the palace that
you have in the heavens." The king was amazed that he had a palace in
the heavens. When the brother described everything in detail, the king
believed and immediately released Thomas from prison. Then, when he
heard the apostle's preaching of salvation and eternal life, the king and his
brother were baptized. King Gundafor undertook new works of charity,
and built an even more magnificent palace in the heavens for himself.

—Prologue of Ohrid
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The Nicene Creed: the Symbol of Faith (sung together)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten,
begotten of the Father before all ages: Light of Light, true God of true
God; begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father; by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became man; and He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and
suffered, and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to
the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the
Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the
dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from
the Father; Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and
glorified; Who spoke by the prophets.

In one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Pre-Communion Prayers (said together)

I believe, O Lord, and I confess that Thou art truly the Christ, the Son of
the Living God, Who camest into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am first. I believe also that this is truly Thine own pure Body, and that
this is truly Thine own precious Blood. Therefore I pray Thee: have
mercy upon me and forgive my transgressions both voluntary and
involuntary, of word and of deed, of knowledge and of ignorance. And
make me worthy to partake without condemnation of Thy most pure
Mysteries, for the remission of my sins, and unto life everlasting. Amen.

Of Thy Mystical Supper, O Son of God, accept me today as a
communicant; for I will not speak of Thy Mystery to Thine enemies,
neither like Judas will I give Thee a kiss; but like the thief will I confess
Thee: Remember me, O Lord in Thy Kingdom.

May the communion of Thy Holy Mysteries be neither to my judgment,
nor to my condemnation, O Lord, but to the healing of soul and body.
Amen.



