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Welcome to St. Elizabeth

WELCOME VISITORS! We are delighted you are here. It is our
sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy
will draw you closer to Christ and His Church. Please join us after
the service for coffee and refreshments in our fellowship hall. If
you have questions about any facet of Orthodox worship, our
priest—Father John Strickland—would be very happy to meet and
assist you in any way possible.

If you are not familiar with the Orthodox Church, you may see
some things that are new to you—icons and incense, the sign of
the cross, veneration of the saints, and a lot of standing. These
elements have been part of traditional Christian worship from
ancient times. They reflect the heavenly nature of the Church.

If you would like to learn more about Orthodoxy, we have a small
bookstore where Orthodox publications may be purchased and a
lending library where many Orthodox books and periodicals can be
borrowed. If you would like to learn more about our parish, please
visit our website at https://stelizabethorthodox.org. There, you can
find a link to our parish YouTube page where you can view Father
John’s Sunday homilies.

Please note that Orthodox priests may serve Communion only to
baptized and chrismated members of the Orthodox Church. The
Eucharist is the paramount expression of unity among Christians;
but the reality today is that many Christians are not united in
matters of doctrine and practice. While some Christians are content
to agree to disagree, we believe true unity will occur only when
modern Christians are reconciled to the ancient Church, with its
faith and life delivered “once, and for all.” In light of this, we
respectfully request that rather than partaking of the Eucharistic
Chalice, our non-Orthodox guests join us in receiving the
antidoron—or blessed bread—served at the end of the Divine
Liturgy.

Please feel free to contact Fr. John any time at (360) 598-9700 or
rector@stelizabethorthodox.org.

—Thank you for joining us today. Glory to Jesus Christ!
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Bulletin News

% 2024 Parish Camping Trip—If you are interested in participating in
a parish camping trip this year (or not) please let Danielle know.
We need to know what the attendance might be for adults and
kids, as well as who wants RV hookups, tents, or cabins. Also, if
anyone else would help coordinate this event, please see Danielle.
You can contact her at Chantrieri@hotmail.com.

% Meal Teams Need Your Help—Our meal teams are in dire need
of help. With so many families leaving over the past year, and
others away during winter, our parish is struggling to maintain our
traditional meal together after Liturgy. If you can help out, please
contact Joy at whitetigerofjoy@gmail.com to join a team.

% Barrel Vault Iconography—The council has contracted with our
iconographer, Brian Whirledge, a full length icon for our barrel
vault ceiling for $35,100. We currently need $17,729 for this
beautification of our temple. We will be receiving a sketch soon.

This Week at St. Elizabeth

Jan. 15*—Monday
0:30pm Catechesis

Jan. 17*—Wednesday
6:30am Vespers &
Orthodox Studies

Jan. 20" —Saturday
4:00pm Parish Council
6:00pm Great Vespers
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Today’s Hymns

33" Sunday After Pentecost—Tone 7. Leavetaking of
the Theophany.

Tone 7 Troparion  (Resurrection)

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death.
To the thief Thou didst open Paradise.
For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy,
and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God,
to proclaim that Thou att risen,//
granting the world great mercy.

Tone 1 Troparion  (Feast)

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan,

the worship of the Trinity was made manifest.

For the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee,

and called Thee His beloved Son;

and the Spirit in the form of a dove

confirmed the truthfulness of His word.

O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself//
and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee.

Glory . ..
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Tone 7 Kontakion  (Resurrection)

The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive,
for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers.
Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry:
“The Savior has come to those in faith;//

enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!”

Now and Ever. ..

Tone 4 Kontakion (Feas?)

Today Thou hast shone forth to the world, O Lord,
and the light of Thy countenance has been marked on us.
Knowing Thee, we sing Thy praises:
“Thou hast come and revealed Thyself,//
O unapproachable Light.”
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Today’s Scripture Readings
Epistle Reading—Ephesians 6:10-17

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand
therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith
with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked
one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God;

Gospel Reading—Luke 18:35-43

As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside
begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant.
They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." And he cried, "Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!" And those who were in front rebuked
him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David,
have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be
brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, "What do you
want me to do for you?" He said, "Lord, let me receive my sight." And
Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you well." And
immediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and
all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. Then Jesus said to
him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” And immediately
he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the
people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.
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Today’s Commemorations

St. Sava, Archbishop of Serbia

Sava was born in 1169 A.D. He was the son of Stefan Nemanja the
Grand Zupan of Serbia. As a young man, Sava yearned for the spiritual
life, for which he fled to the Holy Mountain [Mt. Athos], where he was
tonsured a monk and lived according to the ascetic rule with rare zeal.
Stefan Nemanja followed the example of his son and came to the Holy
Mountain, where he was tonsured a monk and eventually fell asleep in the
Lord as the monk Simeon.

Sava obtained the independence of the Serbian Church from the
Byzantine emperor and the patriarch, and became the first Archbishop of
Serbia. Together with his father, he built Hilandar Monastery and, after
that, many other monasteries, churches and schools throughout the
Serbian lands. On two occasions he made pilgrimages to the sacred places
in the Holy Land. He restored peace between his two brothers, who were
estranged because of a struggle for power. He restored peace between the
Serbs and their neighbors. In establishing the Serbian Church, he also
established the Serbian state and culture. He instilled peace between all
the Balkan peoples and worked for the benefit of all--for which he was
loved and respected by all who lived in the Balkans. He gave a Christian
soul to the Serbian people--a soul that did not perish with the eventual
collapse of the Serbian state. Sava reposed in Trnovo, Bulgaria, during the
reign of Emperor Asen, on January 12, 1236 A.D., after becoming ill
following the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Theophany. King Vladislav
translated his body to the Milesevo Monastery, from which Sinan Pasha
removed St. Sava's relics, to burn them on Vracar hill in Belgrade on
April 27,1595 A.D.

St. Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers

Hilary was an ardent combatant against the heresy of Arius in the West.
He suffered much because of his defense of Orthodoxy. Hilary wrote
many works; the most important was his thesis about the Holy Trinity.
He reposed in the Lord in the year 367 A.D.

—Prologue of Ohrid
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The Nicene Creed: the Symbol of Faith (sung together)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten,
begotten of the Father before all ages: Light of Light, true God of true
God; begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father; by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became man; and He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and
suffered, and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to
the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the
Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the
dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from
the Father; Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and
glorified; Who spoke by the prophets.

In one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Pre-Communion Prayers (said together)

I believe, O Lord, and I confess that Thou art truly the Christ, the Son of
the Living God, Who camest into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am first. I believe also that this is truly Thine own pure Body, and that
this is truly Thine own precious Blood. Therefore I pray Thee: have
mercy upon me and forgive my transgressions both voluntary and
involuntary, of word and of deed, of knowledge and of ignorance. And
make me worthy to partake without condemnation of Thy most pure
Mysteries, for the remission of my sins, and unto life everlasting. Amen.

Of Thy Mystical Supper, O Son of God, accept me today as a
communicant; for I will not speak of Thy Mystery to Thine enemies,
neither like Judas will I give Thee a kiss; but like the thief will I confess
Thee: Remember me, O Lord in Thy Kingdom.

May the communion of Thy Holy Mysteries be neither to my judgment,
nor to my condemnation, O Lord, but to the healing of soul and body.
Amen.



