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Welcome to St. Elizabeth  
WELCOME VISITORS! We are delighted you are here. It is our 
sincere desire that your participation today in the Divine Liturgy 
will draw you closer to Christ and His Church. Please join us after 
the service for coffee and refreshments in our fellowship hall. If 
you have questions about any facet of Orthodox worship, our 
priest—Father John Strickland—would be very happy to meet and 
assist you in any way possible.  

If you are not familiar with the Orthodox Church, you may see 
some things that are new to you—icons and incense, the sign of 
the cross, veneration of the saints, and a lot of standing. These 
elements have been part of traditional Christian worship from 
ancient times. They reflect the heavenly nature of the Church.  

If you would like to learn more about Orthodoxy, we have a small 
bookstore where Orthodox publications may be purchased and a 
lending library where many Orthodox books and periodicals can be 
borrowed. If you would like to learn more about our parish, please 
visit our website at https://stelizabethorthodox.org. There, you can 
find a link to our parish YouTube page where you can view Father 
John’s Sunday homilies.  

Please note that Orthodox priests may serve Communion only to 
baptized and chrismated members of the Orthodox Church. The 
Eucharist is the paramount expression of unity among Christians; 
but the reality today is that many Christians are not united in 
matters of doctrine and practice. While some Christians are content 
to agree to disagree, we believe true unity will occur only when 
modern Christians are reconciled to the ancient Church, with its 
faith and life delivered “once, and for all.” In light of this, we 
respectfully request that rather than partaking of the Eucharistic 
Chalice, our non-Orthodox guests join us in receiving the 
antidoron—or blessed bread—served at the end of the Divine 
Liturgy.  

Please feel free to contact Fr. John any time at (360) 598-9700 or 
rector@stelizabethorthodox.org.  

—Thank you for joining us today. Glory to Jesus Christ! 
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Bulletin News 
 Meal Teams Need Your Help!—Our meal teams are in dire need 

of help. With so many families leaving over the past year, and 
others away during winter, our parish is struggling to maintain our 
traditional meal together after Liturgy. If you can help out, please 
contact Joy at whitetigerofjoy@gmail.com to join a team. 

 Barrel Vault Iconography—The council has contracted with our 
iconographer, Brian Whirledge, a full length icon for our barrel 
vault ceiling for $35,100. We currently need $17,729 for this 
beautification of our temple. We will be receiving a sketch soon. 

This Week at St. Elizabeth 
Jan. 2nd—Tuesday 

No women’s fellowship (will be 
moved to Tuesday, January 9th) 

Jan. 3rd—Wednesday 
6:00pm Panikhida for Camilla Dirks 
6:30am Vespers & Orthodox Studies  

Jan. 5th—Friday 
11:00am Vesperal Divine Liturgy 
6:30pm Festal Vigil 

Jan. 6th—Saturday—Holy Theophany 
10:00am Divine Liturgy 
6:00pm Resurrectional Vigil 
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Today’s Hymns 

30th Sunday After Pentecost—Tone 5.  
Sunday after the Nativity. 

 
Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection) 

 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, 
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born for our salvation from the Virgin; 
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, 
to endure death, 
and to raise the dead// 

by His glorious Resurrection.  
 

Tone 4 Troparion (Feast) 
 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,  
has shone to the world the light of wisdom!  
For by it, those who worshipped the stars,  
were taught by a star to adore Thee,  
the Sun of Righteousness,  
and to know Thee, the Orient from on high.//  
 O Lord, glory to Thee! 

 
Tone 2 Troparion (Righteous Ones) 

 
Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph, 
to David, the ancestor of God; 
thou hast seen a Virgin great with child; 
and thou didst give glory with the shepherds; 
thou didst worship with the Magi, 
and didst receive the news from the Angel.// 

 Pray to Christ God to save our souls!   
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Glory . . . 

Tone 3 Kontakion (Righteous Ones) 
 

Today godly David is filled with joy; 
Joseph and James offer praise. 
The glorious crown of their kinship with Christ fills them with great 
joy. 
They sing praises to the One ineffably born on earth,// 

and they cry out: “O Compassionate One, save those who 
honor Thee!” 

Now and Ever . . . 

Tone 3 Kontakion (Feast) 
 

Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One, 
and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One! 
Angels with shepherds glorify Him! 
The Wise Men journey with the star,// 

since for our sake the eternal God was born as a little Child! 
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Today’s Scripture Readings 
Let all the earth worship Thee and praise Thee; let it praise  

Thy Name, O Most High! (Ps. 65:3) 

Epistle Reading—Galatians 1:11–19        

But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached 
by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor 
was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For you 
have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the 
church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in 
Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being 
more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when it 
pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me 
through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, 
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I 
went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then after three years I 
went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. 
But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 
 

Gospel Reading—Matthew 2:13–23      
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee 
to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 
the child, to destroy him." And he rose and took the child and his mother 
by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out 
of Egypt have I called my son."  

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was 
in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem 
and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the 
time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled 
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

"A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
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she refused to be consoled, 
because they were no more." 

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead." And he 
rose and took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But 
when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he 
withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, "He 
shall be called a Nazarene." 

         

  Today’s Commemorations 

The Holy and Righteous Joseph the Betrothed, King 
David, and James the Brother of the Lord 

One must fear God more than men, and one must obey God more than 
men. This is the lesson from the life of the Righteous Joseph, the kinsman 
and guardian of the Holy Virgin Mary. He lived at the time of the juncture 
between the Law and grace, and was faithful to the Law until grace 
appeared; then, when the new grace of God appeared, he became faithful 
to grace. Obedient to the letter of the Law, he wanted to put the Holy 
Virgin away when she conceived the Savior of the world in her most pure 
body. But when an angel of God announced to him that Mary had 
conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20), he abandoned his intention and 
did not put her away, but did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him. He did not 
reason for himself, but obeyed the will of God. Therefore, God made him 
worthy of great glory, both on earth and in heaven. Quietly and secretly he 
served God, and God glorified him openly. Not only was he made worthy 
of the Kingdom of God but also his sons and daughters were. What father 
would want anything more than that his son would be an apostle of 
Christ? And Joseph had two sons who were apostles. Thus, God glorifies 
those who fear Him and obey Him. —Prologue of Ohrid 

 
Saint Joseph had four sons from his previous marriage: James, Judah, 
Joses, and Simon (or Symeon), and three daughters: Esther, Martha, and 
Salome, who was the mother of Saint John the Theologian. —OCA Websit 
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The Nicene Creed: the Symbol of Faith (sung together) 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, 
begotten of the Father before all ages: Light of Light, true God of true 
God; begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father; by Whom all 
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and became man; and He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and 
suffered, and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to 
the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the 
Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the 
dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end.  

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from 
the Father; Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified; Who spoke by the prophets.  

In one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 
baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Pre-Communion Prayers (said together) 
I believe, O Lord, and I confess that Thou art truly the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God, Who camest into the world to save sinners, of whom I 
am first. I believe also that this is truly Thine own pure Body, and that 
this is truly Thine own precious Blood. Therefore I pray Thee: have 
mercy upon me and forgive my transgressions both voluntary and 
involuntary, of word and of deed, of knowledge and of ignorance. And 
make me worthy to partake without condemnation of Thy most pure 
Mysteries, for the remission of my sins, and unto life everlasting. Amen. 

Of Thy Mystical Supper, O Son of God, accept me today as a 
communicant; for I will not speak of Thy Mystery to Thine enemies, 
neither like Judas will I give Thee a kiss; but like the thief will I confess 
Thee: Remember me, O Lord in Thy Kingdom. 

May the communion of Thy Holy Mysteries be neither to my judgment, 
nor to my condemnation, O Lord, but to the healing of soul and body. 
Amen. 
 


